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LITERATURE, THEATRE AND MUSIC

1. Miguel Almereyda (Eugene Vigo) (Béziers, 1883 - Fresnes, 1917) Femmes des combattants
Autograph undated letter signed by the famous French activist and journalist. Shifting from anarchism
to socialism, Almereyda founded the newspaper La Guerre sociale and the satirical weekly e Bonnet rouge.
He amassed a considerable fortune with illicit business in World War 1. He exposed the horror of the
war, while he continued to receive state funds for his journals. In 1917, after the publication of Lenin’s
goals for Russia, he was accused to be a German spy. He died in prison shortly after. To Daniel
Lesueur, the male pseudonym of Jeanne Loiseau (1854-1921). Lesueur was a talented female writer,
great philanthropist and feminist who committed to the defense of women’s rights. She acted as
president of the Aide aux femmes des combattants. Almereyda thanked her for the donation of clothes to
Le Bonnet ronge. “Je vous prie de trouver ici le témoignage de ma gratitude pour 'envoi de vétements que
vous voulez bien faire ...”. 1 p. in-8°, on headed paper of e Bonnet rouge. €150
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2. Jules Barbier (Paris, 1825 - ibid., 1901) Thomas’ Frangoise de Rimini
Five autograph letters signed by the French poet, writer, librettist. Two of them dated 1881 and 1887.
Addressing Ambroise Thomas and his wife, the letters mostly concerns the Frangoise de Rimini, the last
of Thomas’ operas. Barbier wrote librettos for Gounod and Offenbach, as well as Thomas. He penned
Frangoise de Rimini with Michel Carré and Jules Barbier, taking inspiration from Dante’s Divina commedia.
The first performance of this powerful opera was staged at the Paris Opera on 14 April 1881. Some of
the most notable singers of the time participated in a lavish stage setting by Jean-Baptiste Lavastre to
honour its prestigious composer, including Renée Richard quoted in these letters. We provide two
extracts as samples. 6 November 1881: “Je vous envoie la modification du grand morceau de Mlle Richard.

Cette nouvelle version I'abrege de huit vers”; Paris, 28 February 1887: “... tous nos gens, excepté ma fille
qui est avec moi a Paris, ont subi la grande secousse a St Raphaél, sans autre accident que quelques
lézardes ...”. For a total of 5 pp. in-8 and on two visiting cards. €120
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michel_Carr%C3%A9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jules_Barbier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divina_commedia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Baptiste_Lavastre

3. Elena Bibescu (Barlad, 1855 - Iasi, 1902) Piano music
Autograph letter signed by the Romanian Princess and postmarked 1887. Born Elena Costache Epureanu,
she was the daughter of the President of the Council of Romania and wife to Prince Alexandre
Bibescu. She played an active role in Parisian artistic life at the end of the 19th century. She welcomed
painters, writers and musicians to her salon. Addressed to Mme Ambroise Thomas: “... notre plaisir se
trouve infiniment augmenté d’y aller avec vous ...”. 1 p. in-16. €50




4. Jacques Bins de Saint Victor (St Domingue, 1770 - Paris, 1858) Frangois-Xavier de Tuffe
Fine autograph letter signed, dated “17 mai 1818” by the French writer and journalist. Under Napoleon,
Bins worked for the Journal des Débats. After 1815, he founded several Catholic and royalist newspapers. In
1830, he revisited his homeland, then spent two years in the USA before returning to Paris, where he
wrote numerous books. Addressed to the viscount, then duke of Montmorency, recommending
Frangois-Xavier de Tuffe. I’Abbé de Tuffet began his military career at a young age, distinguishing
himself in several campaigns. He later abandoned military life and “laid down his arms” at the altar of
the Royal Abbey of Saint-Maurice (Switzerland) to devote the rest of his days to the priesthood. He
became chaplain of the religious community of Collombey, in Valais. He is known for writing The
Christian Soldier (or Le soldat chrétien): ... J’espere que son altesse royale voudra bien ne pas refuser
cette faveur a un digne ecclésiastique, a un serviteur fidele de la cause royale qui I'a d’abord défendu

avec son épée pour la soutenir ensuite par sa priere ...”. 2 pp. in-8. €100
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5. Tristan Bernard (Besancon, 1866 - Paris, 1947) Gustave Kahn
Autograph letter signed and dated 27 April 1932 by the French writer and journalist. Bernard studied
law in Paris, managed an aluminium factory and took up writing in 1891. His work is characterised by
the humour of his frivolous and light-hearted characters. To Gustave Kahn: ... regardez au salon les
deux bustes exposés par mon ami ...”. 1 p., in-folio. €140




6. Benjamin Constant (Lausanne, 1767 - Paris, 1830) Pieces déposées an greffe
Receipt of a deposit dated 30 May 1827 and bearing the French writer’s signature below the imprint.
After meeting Germaine de Staél, Constant became one of the most influential figures in Paris. Following
the 18 Brumaire, Bonaparte appointed him a member of the Tribunal. In 1802, however, he was force
to leave his office and went into exile. In 1806, he published his successful novel Adolphe. His political
career had different turns in the years of the Hundred Days and the Restoration. With Napoleon’s
definitive fall, Constant took refuge in England. He rapidly returned to France and become one of the
leaders opposing Chatles X, standing out as a brilliant orator. 1 p. in-16. Including a portrait of the
author. €80

ﬁ
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BENJAMIN CONSTANT

Littérateur et homme politique.

1767-1830



7. Georges Courteline (Tours, 1860 - Paris, 1929) Théatre Frangais
Autograph letter signed by the French novelist and dramatist. Courteline followed his fathers’ steps in
the Parisian theatre and literary scene. With Jacques Madeleine and Georges Millet, he founded the
magazine Paris moderne. He wrote numerous columns and published several works under the
pseudonym Georges Courteline. In 1891, he published his first play, Lidoire, followed by several others,
all extremely successful. “J’ai donné trois pieces au Théatre Frangais, mais je n’y ai aucun crédit. Si j’en
avais un, si minime fat-il, il y a longtemps que je P'aurais employé a essayer d’y faire reprendre mes
pieces ...”. €80




8. Henri Daniel-Rops (Epinal, 1901 - Tresserve, Savoie, 1965) Académie francaise

Two autograph letters signed and addressed to an unidentified friend. After reading law, history and
geography in Grenoble, Petiot taught in various high schools from 1921 to 1945. At the same time, he
published extensively on Catholicism and contemporary politics using the penmane Henri Daniel-Rops.
He was elected member of the Académie francaise in 1956 and later received the Légion d'Honneur.

“29 mars [1919]”: “... l'intention m’en touche profondément ...”. 1 p. On cardboard. With letterhead.
Envelope included. “7 juillet 49 ““... Je vais lire le livre avec le plus grande sympathie ...”. %2 p. in-8, with
letterhead and envelope included. €80
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9. Emile Deschamps (Bourges, 1791 - Versailles, 1871) Victor Hugo and 1onise Crombach
Autograph letter signed and dated Paris, 22 January 1829 by the French Romantic poet, the main
disciple of Victor Hugo. Fascinated with foreign literature, Deschamps translated numerous German,
English and Italian works of his time. Together with Hugo, Vigny and Nodier, he founded La Muse
Frangaise, which played a leading role in the French Romantic movement. His poem La paix conquise won
the praise of Napoleon. Deschamps also penned texts for Berlioz’s Roméo et Juliette and other opera by
Giacomo Meyerbeer. The letter makes reference to Louise Crombach (1815-1894), the French feminist

and writer who fought for women prisoners’ rights. ““... Bravo! Merci! Chez vous amitié¢, poésie, ont
toujours un charme nouveau ... aurez-vous la bonté de faire parvenir cette carte réponse a Mlle Louise
Crombach?”. 1 p. in-4. €150
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10. Jean Frangois Ducis (Versailles, 1733 - ibid.1810) Shatkespeare
Autograph piece entitled “Les sept amis ou la Pleyade” by the dramatist and adapter of Shakespeare.
Secretary to the Count of Provence, Ducis was admitted into the Académie francaise in 1779. He was a
regular at Necker’s salon. It was around him that the literati who formed the Déjeuner de la Fourchette
society gathered. In this curious manuscript, Ducis lists the names of his friends, including their wives
and children. 3 pp. in-4, with two autograph fragments included. €200




11. Adolphe d’Ennery (Paris, 1811 - ibid., 1899) Hussmann's Paris
Autograph letter signed and dated “Antibes, 21 mars 69” by the French playwright and novelist.
D’Ennery penned several successful plays, including Les Deux Orphanelins and the teathre adaptation of
Jules Verne’s Le Tour du monde en quatre-vingts jours. He also wrote librettos for Gounod, Massanet, Auber
and Hervé. To Alfred Blanche, asking him to help a recent widow, Madame Joubert. Blanche was
general secretary of the Seine Prefecture, at the time when the office was run by Georges Hussmann
and was thus fully concerned with monumental works for the city of Paris. “Je suis allé, bien souvent,
frapper a votre cabinet sans avoir le plaisir de vous rencontrer ... Mme Joubert avec un mot de vous
peut voir sa position tres améliorée ...”. 3 pp. in-8°. €80
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12. Erté (Romain de Tirtoff) (Saint Petersburg, 1892 - Paris, 1990) Art Nouvean
Autograph letter signed and dated “19-5-71” by the Russian-born French artist and designer. Erté
produced works in a variety of fields such as fashion, graphic arts, set designs for films, opera. He
addresses a gentleman, thanking him for his letter: “... apres de longs voyages m’est parvenue 2

Mallorca, ou je suis en ce moment. Je vous en remercie beaucoup et vous envoie avec plaisir la photo
signee ...”. %2 p. in-8, with letterhead. €300




13. Moses Jacob Ezekiel (Richmond, VA, 1844 - Rome, 1917) 19th-century American sculpture
Autograph undated letter signed by the famous American sculptor. After the American Civil War,
Ezekiel completed his degree at Virginia Military Institute and moved to Berlin, studying at the
Prussian Academy of Art. He subsequently settled in Rome, where he spent most of his life. He
marketed his works internationally and received several commissions in the United States. Ezekiel
presumably addresses the composer Giorgio Barini (1864-1944) about a future meeting: ““... Lei si ¢
sbagliata. o dicevo venerdi e non giovedi. E mi duole di aver ricomodata ...”. 1 p. in-8. €300




14. Camille Flammarion (Montigny-le-Roi, 1842 - Juvisy-sur-Orge, 1925) Mysterious Psychic Forces
Autograph letter signed and dated “Paris, le 4 avril 1907” by the renowned French astronomer and
parapsychologist. Flammarion wrote extensively on astronomy, science fiction, and spiritualism. He
tounded the Société Astronomique de France and established a private observatory at Juvisy-sur-Orge. Most
famously, he devised the “Flammarion engraving” (1888) depicting a pilgrim in the act of looking
beyond the celestial dome into the firmament. Flammarion conducted research on the life on Mars,
mediumship, ectoplasm and telepathy, the results of which were chiefly presented in his Myszerious
Psychic Forces, published in 1907. With this letter, he sent a copy of this book to a colleague as a token of
appreciation, pointing to the passages of interest: “Je me fais un devoir de vous adresser 'ouvrage que
je viens de terminer ... 'impossibilité actuelle d’une théorie définitive. Ce que j’ai eu pour le but dans ce
livre, c’est de prouver que ces recherches doivent désormais entrer dans le cadre de la science

expérimentale.” 1 p. in-8, on headed paper of the Societé Astronomique de France. €300
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15. Esprit Flechier (Pernes, 1632 - Montpellier, 1710) 17th-c. French literature
Beautiful document signed in Latin (Spiritus E.pus Nemaus) and dated 1 August 1703 by the French
preacher and writer. Bishop of Nimes from 1687, Flechier was regarded as one of the greatest orators
of his time. He won the favour of the Parisian Court and was able to devote himself to literature and
history. He became tutor to the Dauphin and began to acquire fame for his preaching. In 1672, he was
admitted in the Academie Francaise. The document assesses that “Franciscum Vergile” was fit for
priesthood. 1 p. in-4 obl,, intact red wax with armorial seal. €300
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16. Elie Fréron (Quimper, 1718 - Montrouge, 17706) Counter-Enlightenment

Autograph letter signed “Montrouge, lundi 23 novembre 1772 by a major opponent of Voltaire and
the Encyclopaedists. Fréron founded the Année Littéraire, a periodical that helped to popularise foreign
literature in France. Actively engaged in all the polemics of his time, he is considered one of the fathers
of journalism and the Counter-Enlightenment. To the Estienne publisher: “me faire le plaisir de
m’envoyer le traité des études de M. Rollin ...”. 1 p. in-4. €150
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17. Victor Hugo (Besangon, 1802 - Paris, 1885) Adolphe Simonis Empis
Important autograph letter dated “Vendredi (2 jullet 1847)” and signed by the French writer. It
addresses the members of the “Commission de la Société des Auteurs et Compositeurs dramatiques:
“Chers collegues et confreres, M. Empis, mon honorable collegue, a bien voulu se charger de vous
expliquer les motifs sérieux et puisés dans I'intérét commun, qui me portent a m’abstenir de la
démarche de ce matin. Je crois que mon action sera plus utile en dehors des relations officielles. Si mes
devoirs a la chambre ne sont pas trop impérieux aujourd’hui, je compte aller compléter au sein méme
de la commission les explications que M. Empis veut bien vous donner. Nous nous concerterons pour
arriver au bien qui est notre pensée a tous, et je me mettrai comme toujours, enticrement a votre
disposition. Recevez, je vous prie, la nouvelle assurance de mon cordial et profond attachement. Victor
Hugo. Son of a Napoleonic general, Hugo first followed his father on his campaigns. At the age of
eleven, he joined his mother in Paris. At seventeen, he was noticed by members the Académie
francaises, where he eventually was elected in 1841. Because of his voiced opinions against Napoleon
ITI, Hugo went into exile in 1851. He returned to Paris under the Third Republic and resumed his
placed in the French political life. 1 p. in-8. €1500
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18. Joseph Léopold Sigisbert Hugo (Nancy, 1773 - Paris, 1828) Vietor Hugo
Document signed and dated “15 giugno 1808” by Hugo’ father, a general in the wars of the

e 119

Revolution and the Empire. It is written in Italian with service record, “approuvé par moi”, “col.
Hugo”. 1 p. in-4. €120




19. Alphonse Karr (Paris, 1808 - St. Raphael, 1890) Hippolyte Prosper Seligmann
Two autograph letters signed by the French pamphleteer. Karr worked primarily with the satirical
magazine Les Guépes. The first addresses the sculptor James Pradier: “... probablement vous connaissez
de nom Seligmann. C’est le plus charmant joueur de plus ravissant des instruments — le violoncelle ...

Japporterais lui et son instrument et il te ferai un grand plaisir de jouer pour vous...”. 1 p. In-8. The
second letter is to “E. Blagny”, dated 21.02.1888. 1 p. /2 in-8. €100




20. Paul Lacroix (Paris, 1806 - ibid., 1884) French bibliophily
Autograph letter dated “15 mai 1874” by the renowned French journalist and writer. It is signed with
both his name and famous pseudonym, Bibliophile Jacob. Lacroix displays here all his expertise in
assessing the value and production history of a manuscript Book of Hours. By analysing illumination
style and composition, he established that it was made in France in the mid-sixteenth century. “Ce livre
d’Heures manuscrit est remarquable a bien des égards ... le manuscrit me parait avoir une valuer
considerable. Paul Lacroix (bibl. Jacob)”. 1 p. in-8°. €150
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21. Félicien Pierre Jean Mallefille (Mauritius, 1813 - Bougival (Yvelines), 1868) Ambroise Thomas
Autograph letter signed, and dated “Kiev, 10 octobre 1841” by the French novelist and playwright.
Mallefille addresses the French composer Ambroise Thomas: ... Permettez-moi— sans avoir ’'honneur de
vous connaitre personnellement — de vous adresser un volume de vers, dont une picce est

spécialement dédiée a 'auteur du charmant choeur de chassents du 2e acte de_la nuit d’été ...”. 3 pp.
in-16. €90

22. Jean-Frangois Marmontel (Bores les Orgues, 1723 - Abloville, 1799) La Tourmente and Ma Grande
Autograph undated letter signed by the French writer. In 1735, Marmontel joined the Jesuits and
became a tutor to make a living. He won a poetry prize in 1744. In 1763, he was elected member of the
Académie Francaise and he was later appointed historiographer of buildings. The letter concerns his
two novels La Tourmente and Ma Grande. The former is due to appear in the Revue des Denx Mondes and
the author hope that it could be announced in the Figaro. Marmontel drafts the text of the
announcement, recalling the success of Ma Grande in its day and concluding the letter on a personal note:
... Chez ma seur, leur mere et grand mere, Madame Chaize de la Varenne, qui vient d’avoir 'immense
douleur de perdre en huit jour sa fille Clarisse agée de 37 ans.” 3 pp. in-16. €240
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23. Catulle Mendes (Bordeaux, 1841 - Saint-Germain-En Laye, 1909)

Autograph letter signed and dated “5 janvier 1863 by the French writer. Mendés was a prolific writer
whose works were very well received by both the public and critics. His output ranges from poems to
erotic novels and plays. Addressed to a gentleman: “... J’ai bouleversé de fond en comble la nouvelle dont

je vous avais parlé ...”. 1 p. in-8.
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24. Jules Michelet (Paris, 1798 - Hyeres, 1874) Renaissance
Extensive autograph letter signed by the great French historian. Michelet is best known for his
multivolume work, Histoire de France (History of France), which is unanimously considered a
foundational text of modern historiography. Michelet was deeply influenced by Giambattista Vico. He
admired Vico’s emphasis on people and habits - a major departure from the then prominent space given
to political and military leaders. In Histoire de France, Michelet coined the term Renaissance (meaning
“rebirth” in French) as a period in Europe’s cultural history that reflected a clear break with the Middle
Ages. Michelet addresses a lady: ... Comment vous remercier assez, Madame, et de votre persévérant
souvenir pour un homme qui se reproche plus d’un tort ... une mauvaise santé, une extréme
préoccupation d’études, I'entrainement journalier des travaux et des affaires dans une vie du reste fort
tiraillée ... En ce moment, plus que jamais, je suis accablé. Dans quelques jour, jaurais, je I'espere, un
répit; j’en profiterai si vous le permettez, pour vous présenter mes enfants ...”. 2 pp. Y2 in-4. €150
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25. Frangois Auguste Marie Mignet (Aix, 1796 - Paris, 1884) Pyrenees

Two autograph letters signed by the French politician and writer. Mignet studied law in Aix with Thiers. A
State Councillor, he was also Director of Archives at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He wrote a history
of the French Revolution and was admitted to the Académie Francaise and in the Dictionary Comittee.
A. Extensive letter to Gustave Bascle de Lagreze, dated “Paris, 31 Juillet 1862”. Mignet informs his
correspondent that the latter’s substantial Etudes sur la féodalité dans les Pyrénées will be sent to the Académie
and will form part of its collection: “.. si vous veniez a Paris, vous pourriez lire vous-méme votre
”. 4 pp. In-8. With letterhead. B. Letter dated “ce 7 mai 1867”: “... Il me serait difficile,

mémoire...”.
malgré le desir que j’en ai, de répondre a toutes les questions que vous m’adressez au sujet de quelques

personnages secondaires mentionnés dans mon livre sur Antonio Perez et Philippe II...”. 2 pp. in-8.
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26. Octave Mirbeau (Trévicres, 1848 - Paris, 1917) Le Foyer
Autograph letter signed by the French writer, art critic and journalist and postmarked on 21 December
1908. It concerns Le Foyer, a comedy who raised a big scandal. In it, Mirbeau denounces the Catholic
charity-business and broaches a new taboo subject: the economic and sexual exploitation of young girls
in “charitable” homes. Once Mirbeau won the case made against him, the comedy could at last be
performed. Addressed to the impresario Adolfo Re Riccardi (1859-1943): ““... Voulez-vous me donner

quelques détails sur la représentation du Foyer 2 Rome ...”. 1 p. in-8. Envelope with autograph address
included. €180

84 AVENUE DU BOIS DE BOULOGNE

o thes o,

Tl onas et By ¢ w Sl ey o i
ol M’l‘_o‘q‘a Mo, & wow 3 alify, bttt
mmhw‘mwwuu lut.umt
MM‘Mmﬁ.mﬁiww
(W AL
il haavbinn).

J\.S ‘)d‘hmwuw' Wl duqud . Oy («.tww Mw“da
pdewh, s 4116 4906, §116.. de.. frllothan
)WQJMWL(AMWMWWme.M
Wu.(q‘msoﬂ\mmw& o poonsits il & 2wt
4w Yoy, S ad o wnale o “"*W m}.,’ W"““{
bl du o s N f gt bWt el ol == >



27. Natarajan Guru (Padmanabhan) (Bangalore 1895 - Varkal, 1973) Narayana Gurukula
Photograph dedicated to Paul Langer and dated “Gland, 6 III 1933”. Natarajan first studied at the
Saidapet Teacher’s College in Madras. From 1928 to 1933, he stayed at the Fellowship School in Gland
to prepare his doctoral thesis, defended at the Sorbonne in 1932. Recognised as Guru in 1951, he
translated into English and wrote commentaries on all the major works of Narayana Guru. “The
personal factor in the educational process”. 1 p in-8. €200




28. Pedro d’Alcantara (Pedro II of Brazil) (Rio de Janeiro, 1825 - Paris, 1891) Grand Tonr
Autograph letter in Italian dated “Firenze 27 febbraio 1877 and signed by the second and last emperor
of Brasil. Pedro II ruled for almost half a century with remarkable wisdom, guiding the country’s
development through to the abolition of slavery. A patron of the arts and voracious bibliophile, he
amassed an impressive personal library and was deeply engaged in scholarly pursuit, studying languages
—including Hebrew, Arabic, and Sanskrit—and promoting education throughout the empire. He
travelled extensively in Europe. In this letter address to the mayor of Florence Ubaldino Peruzzi de’
Medici (1822 -1891), the emperor makes plans for his next trip through his middleman, Mr Macedo.

During this stay in Florence, he was elected member of the Crusca Academy. 1 p., in-8°, with envelope.
€1800
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29. Giacomo Quarenghi (Rota d’Imagna, 1744 - Saint Petersburg, 1817) Russian Neoclassicism
Autograph certification dated 15 September 1774 and signed by the most illustrious figure of
Neoclassical architecture in Russia. Quarenghi was a great admirer of Palladio. After working in Rome
and Venice for Italian and English patrons, he moved to Russia in 1779 and helped Catherine II
transform Moscow and Saint Petersburg. This document attests to a money transaction between a
nobleman, Giuseppe Cologni, and probably two artisans. “Faccio io sottoscritto indubitata fede ...”. 1
p. in-8°. €1000




30. Adolphe Regnier (Mainz, 1804 - Fontainebleau, 1884) Ligne de I'Enseignement
Two autograph letters by a professor of the College de France. Regnier translated many poems and
plays by the German author Friedrich Schiller. A. “23 Juillet 1840”. To a gentleman: “... mais c’est mon
sort qui je dois maudire puisque je ne peux vous répondre, comme je le ferais assurément, si de devoirs
multipliés ne me mettaient ... de traiter par correspondance le petit point philologique dont vous
voulez bien m’entretenir...”. 2 pp. Y4 in-8. B. “21 Décembre 1872”. To a gentleman: “.... aucun
empéchement ne viendra, je espere, mettre obstacle au désir que j’ai de concourir, dans la mesure de
mes forces, a 'oeuvre excellente que la Ligue de 'Enseignement a entreprise. J’irai au Havre, puisque
vous voulez bien le désirer, faire une lecture de morceaux choisis de Moliere.” 1 p. in-8. €100
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31. George Sand (Paris, 1804 - Nohant-Vic, 1876) Marie Pape-Carpantier
Unpublished and unknown autograph letter, dated “5 Mai /58” and signed by the famous French
novelist. Ostensibly addressed to Sand’s close friend Stéphanie Boutjot, daughter of Etienne Geoffroy-
Saint-Hilaire.(cf. Sand’s Correspondance, ed. G. Lubin, vol. XIV, no. 78406), the letter illustrates Sand’s
pedagogical interests. After thanking for the help Stéphanie and her brother provided to a common
friend, Sand asked for a copy of a book she had been told about. It was a newly-published treatise by
Marie Pape-Carpantier (1815-1878), a pioneer in girl education and social justice for women. The later
exchanges with Stéphanie Geoffroy-Saint-Hilaire inform us that Sand used this book, Histoires et legons de
choses pour les enfants, to conduct one of her social experiments, i.e. educating her young maid, Marie
Caillaud. “Je lirai avec grand interét le livre de votre amie. Veuillez me le faire envoyer. Je pense que
C’est la méme Marie Carpentier que je connais et qui est une femme digne de toute vénération.” 1 p.,
in-8, with blind stamped initials. €1500
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32. George Sand (Paris, 1804 - Nohant-Vic, 1876) Romandy
Unpublished autograph quatrain signed and dated “1870” by the famous French novelist at foot of her
engraved portrait in male attire by Luigi Calamatta, (after Delacroix) dated Paris 1837. Sand gracefully
evokes here one of her rambles in Romandy when she was 30 years old. “Au beau pays de Romandie /
Je matchais dans 'ombre, a pas lentes / tout comme un berger d’arcadie: / je n’avais alors que trente
ans / G. Sand 1870”. in-4, verses and signature in pencil. €1000




33. George Sand (Paris, 1804 - Nohant-Vic, 1876) Sylvanie Arnould-Plessy
Fine autograph letter signed and dated “Nohant 5 Janvier [1874]” by the famous French novelist. To the
French actress Sylvanie Arnould- Plessy: “Je suis en retard, ma bonne grande fille. J’ai été grippée en
plein pour le jour de I’an et j’ai du faire un grand effort pour ne pas le passer dans mon lit. Enfin ce n’est
rien et n'éte rien au bonheur d’aimer ses enfants et ses amis. Je vous embrasse tendrement et vous
souhaite la durée de ce que vous avez, des amis qui vous chérissent, un talent qui grandit toujours, et un
bon grand cceur qui vous rend certainement heureuse, pour moi et tous les miens. G. Sand. Je viens
d’écrire aux vieux”. Jeanne Sylvanie Sophie Arnould-Plessy had prominent parts in all the plays, new
and old, at the Théatre Francais. At the height of her success, she suddenly left Paris and went to
London, marrying the playwright J. F. Arnould. After trying in vain to bring her back, the Comédie
Frangaise brought a suit against her and obtained heavy damages. In the meantime, Arnould-Plessy
accepted an engagement at the French theatre at St Petersburg, where she performed for nine years. In
1855, she returned to Paris and was re-admitted to the Comédie Frangaise as pensionnaire with an
engagement for eight years. This second part of her career was even more brilliant than the first. She
revived some of her old roles, but began to abandon the jeunes premicres for the “lead” in which she obtain
remarkable success. Her later triumphs were especially associated with new plays by Emile Augier, such as
Le Fils de Giboyer and Maitre Guerin. Her last appearance was in Edouard Cadol’s La Grand-maman. She
retired in 1876. 1 p. in-8. €800
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34. Henri de Saint-Simon (Paris, 1760 - ib., 1825) Saint-Simon, in disgrace, seeks help and support
Very important autograph letter dated 31 December 18[13] and signed by the French political theorist.
In this letter the poor Saint-Simon, once again, attempts to let the government know that his position is
perfectly loyalist. He addresses a baron, most likely George Cuvier: “... je manque de tout, le désespoir
me gagne, ma position est réellement insupportable. Recevez, je vous prie, la declaration formelle de
I'intention dans laquelle je suis de renoncer a toute direction litteraire qui ne serait point agréable au
gouvernement ...”. 2 p. in-4. €2000




35. Anthony Trollope (London, 1815 - ibid., 1882) A writer of strict routine
Autograph letter signed and dated “Thursday evening” by the renowned English novelist of the
Victorian era. Among the best-known of his 47 novels are two series of six novels each collectively
known as the Chronicles of Barsetshire and the Palliser novels, as well as his longest novel, The Way We Live
Now. His works address political, social, gender issues and other topical matters. Trollope addresses
Henry Monteith about a meeting: “... I shall be at the address above till 9 am tomorrow Friday, and till
9 on Saturday and shall be very glad to see you ... I mean 9 o’clock in the morning — after that I hardly
know where I may be, as I go out of London on each day ...”. 2 pp. in-8. Traces of glue at the left
margin. €600




HISTORY, POLITICS AND SCIENCE

36. Louis Auguste d’Albert d’Ailly (1676 - Paris, 1744) Marshal of France
Remarkable document signed and dated 18 August 1740 by the 4t Duke de Chaulnes. D’Albert d’Ailly
took part in the Flanders and Italian campaigns and became governor of Amiens in 1729. A few years
later, he distinguished himself at the siege of Philippsbourg. He was appointed Marshal of France in
1741. The document attestes d’Ailly’s well-deserved retirement. 1 p. obl. in-folio on parchment. €120




37. Etienne Arago (Perpignan, 1802 - Paris, 1892) Le Figaro
Autograph letter signed and dated 30 May by the co-founder of e Fjgaro. Brother of Francois Arago,
he engaged all his life in literature and politics. He was mayor of Paris in September 1870 and curator
of the Musée du Luxembourg. Arago recommends a young singer: “... qu’on a envoyé au
Conservatoire dans I'espérance d’en faire un bon tenor ...”. 1 p. in-4. €50




38. Henri Eugéne Duke of Aumale (Paris, 1822 - Giardinello, 1897) Chatean de Chantilly
Autograph letter signed and dated London, 16 November 1886 by the son of King Louis Philippe and
leader of the Orleanists. A successful general and historian, his name is linked to the conquest of
Algeria. He lived in England from 1848 until the fall of Napoleon III. In 1871, he returned to Paris and
was elected in the parliament. He was proscribed again from 1883 to 1886. A passionate collector,
Aumale bequeathed his Chateau de Chantilly to the Institute of France as a permanent venue to
showcase his books and artworks. To Paul Perret: “J’ai recu la premiére partie de votre livre: un demi
si¢cle d’Histoire populaire, ... m’intéresser a plus d’un titre ...”. 1 p. in-4. €90




39. Charles Bradlaugh (Hoxton, 1833 - London, 1891) Drysdale and the Malthusian 1_eague
Autograph letter signed and dated 15 June 1881 by the English activist and politician. Bradlaugh
founded the National Secular Society in 1866, only 15 years after George Holyoake had coined the
term “secularism”. In 1880, he was elected as the Liberal MP for Northampton. Bradlaugh’s opinion as
atheist ultimately led to his temporary imprisonment. To Giovanni Cari: “... Being exceedingly busy
with my parliamentary struggle I forwarded your first letter with enclosure to Dr. Drysdale, and 1
imagined that you had heard from him. I have no means to devote outside my own work here, or
should be glad to aid you...”. 1 p. in-8, with letterhead “The National Reformer”. Loss of paper at the
bottom margin. €150




40. Louis Bonaparte (Meudon, 1864 - Pragins, 1932) Bonaparte family
Letter on card signed and dated 12 September 1926 by the son of Jéroéme Napoléon and Clotilde de
Savoia. Louis had a military career in Italy and Russia. In 1910, he joined the Imperial Guard with the
rank of lieutenant-general. At the outbreak of the Russian Revolution in 1917, he took early retirement
and moved to Prangins. “... de venir déjeuner avec moi jeudi 16 a 12.30?”. On card. €50




41. Louis Frangois de Boufflers (Crillon, 1644 - Fontainebleau, 1711) Marshal of France
Autograph letter signed and dated Versailles, 6 January 1685, by one of Louis XIV’s most talented
generals. Appointed Marshal of France in 1693 after breaking the siege of Namur, he defended Lille in
1708 during the War of the Spanish Succession. The following year, he led the retreat at the battle of
Malplaquet. Boufflers requests the sending of a detailed inspection of the officers of the regiment:

je vous prie, monsieur, de m’envoyer un controle exact des noms des officiers du régiment, tant en pied
que réformes et de me marquer autant que vous le pouvez, 'ancienneté de leurs commissions ou
brevets ...”. 1 p. in-4. €180
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42. Maria Isabella of Bourbon-Parma (Madrid, 1789 - Vienna, 1848) Naples
Three letters signed by the Queen of the Two Sicilies as wife of Francis I — two by the Queen’s hand,
the other by her secretary. All letters are addressed to the physician Benedetto Trompeo and retain
envelopes with wax seal. A. “Napoli 5 Set: 18467, concerning some of her health issues: “... che mi
han dato da fare: oggi vado meglio ma ho bisogno di buttarmi...”. 2 pp. in-4, with royal letterhead. B.
“Napoli al di 23 Aprile 1844: “... Grata mi ¢ riuscito sopra ogni altro dire ... poiché mi date contezza
sulla salute della mi amatissima cognata ...”. 2 pp. in-4, with royal letterhead. C. “Napoli 22 Novembre
1838”: ““... Vi sono particolarmente tenuta della memoria e dell’attaccamento che mi conservate ... per
gli auguri che mi fate pel mio giorno onomastico non che per le buone notizie che mi date riguardo a S.
M. la Regina mia Carissima Sorella e di S.A.R. il Conte di Trapani mio amatissimo figlio ...”. 1 p. V2
in-4. €200
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43. Louis Auguste Victor Bourmont (Freigné 1773 - ibid., 18406) Marshal of France
Long letter signed and dated “Paris le 14 février 1828 by a prominent military and political figure in
post-Revolutionary France. Bourmont participated brilliantly in the Russian, Saxon and French
campaigns. He also took an active part in the Spanish Expedition in 1823. As Minister of War, he
commanded the Algiers expedition, for the success of which he earned the title of Marshal of France
in 1830. He refused to swear an oath to Louis Philippe and was involved in the Duchesse de Berry’s
attempt to overthrow the Vendée (1832). Sentenced to death in absentia, Bourmont went into exile and
returned to France after the armistice of 1840. In this letter, he warmly intervenes in favor of a
lieutenant of the 38th infantry regt. who has committed a serious offence by bringing a girl into his tent
at the St. Omer camp. “... la faute d’un jour ne doit pas effacer 26 années de bons services...”. 3 pp.
in-4. €150




44. Victor-Frangois de Broglie (Paris, 1718 - Minster, 1804) Ordre de Sain Lonis- 1897
Autograph letter signed and dated 23 November 1797 by a chief military leader of 18th-century France
to le Compte de Port ’abba. Broglie fought in Italy from 1734 to 1737. Promoted to general in 1742,
he served in the Bavarian, Upper Alsatian and Rhine armies. After his appointment as Marshal of
France 1745, he won several battles during the Seven Years’ War. In 1789, Louis XVI entrusted him
with command of the troops assembled near Versailles and the Ministry of War. He was left France at
the outbreak of the Revolution, never to return. “... la fidélité que vous avez marquée a l'infortuné
Louis seize méritait cette récompense...”. 1 p. in-8. €220
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45. Marie Frangois Auguste Caffarelli du Falga (Falga, 1766 - Leschelle, 1849)  Queen Marie-Amiélie
Autograph letter signed dated to Queen Marie-Amélie, Paris, 27 December 1839. Destined for a career
in arms, Caffarelli earned his stripes during the Revolutionary and Napoleonic wars. After the
revolution of 1830, he was appointed Peer of France and returned to private life in 1848. “... je
connais depuis cinqg ans ce jeune homme, je connais aussi sa vertueuse mere...”. 1 p. in-8. €150




46. Charles Eugéne de la Croix de Castries (Paris, 1727 - Wolfenbiittel, 1801) Marshal of France
Document signed and dated 17 March 1788 by a military leader of Seven Years’ War. Lieutenant-
General in 1758, Castries distinguished himself especially at the Battle of Kloster Kampen in 1760,
defeating the Duke of Brunswick. He was appointed Marshal of France in 1783. As Secretary of State
for the Navy, he undertook the construction of the military port of Cherbourg and drew up a naval
code that bears his name (1786). A certificate for the signatures of the marshals and brigadiers of the
Dauphin company of the gendarmerie, attesting that the gendarme Nicolas Clement served in the
campaigns from 1760 to 1762. 1 p. in-4. €120




47. Claude de Choiseul (Langres, 1632 - Paris, 1711) Marshal of France
Autograph letter signed and dated 5 December 1704 by a skilled military leader under Louis XIV.
Marshal of France in 1693, Choiseul defended Crete against the Turks and took part in the Franco-
Dutch War and Rhine campaigns in 1695-1696. “Je prie Monsieur Charpentier de vouloir bien
présenter le nommé Joseph Gouyer ... qui a déja bien servi dans la compagnie du feu”. 1 p. in-8. €150
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48. Adolphe Crémieux (Nimes, 1796, Paris, 1880) Second Empire
Autograph letter signed and dated “Paris le 5 9bre 1852, Ier de 'Empire” by the French lawyer and
politician. Crémieux served as Minister of Justice under the Second Republic. To a friend: ““... Pouvez-
vous avoir une loge aux [théatre] Francais pour ce soir? ...”. At the bottom and on the third page,
biographical notes signed in French concerning Crémieux. 1 p. in-4. €50




49. Jean Frangois Aimé Dejean (Castelnaudary, 1749 - Paris, 1824) Pharmacie - Grande armée
Letter signed and dated Paris, 28 May 1804 by a talented army officer and statesman of the First
Republic and the Empire. Dejean’s military and administrative skills led him to be appointed as
commander of the Armée du Nord, Minister of War Administration, chief inspector-general of
fortifications, and finally treasurer of the Legion of Honour. To Philippe Reynard: “... Je vous
préviens, Monsieur, que ce jour — je vous ai confirmé Pharmacien principal du Dixiéme corps de la
grande armée.” 1 p. in-4. €120




50. Frangois André Dejean (Castelnaudary, 1748 - Nizza Monferrato, 1822) Napoleon's bishop
Rare autograph letter signed and dated “Paris le 1¢r Janvier 1822” by the French Catholic bishop. In 1809,
Dejean was appointed bishop of Asti by Napoleon, though he never obtained recognition from the
Holy See or episcopal consecration in his five years of service. Addressed to Valentino Faccio in Nizza
Monferrato: “Nous voici Mon cher Valentini, a une nouvelle année, puissiez vous la passer aussi et
méme plus heureuse que le precedent; c’est mon sang le plus ardent, et personne ne vous désire plus de
bien et plus de bonheur que moi. J’attendais avec la plus vive impatience tous les jours les Messieurs de mon
abbaye, que vous m’aviez promis d’expédier incessamment; il sont échus depuis tres longtemps; et il y a
déja plus d’un an que vous ne m’avez rien envoyé; je vous cacherai pas cependant que j’en ai un besoin
extréme; en conséquence des ma lettre recue, je vous prie de vous donner tous les soins qui dépendront
de vous pour me le faire parvenir a Paris a mon adresse rue Dubac, Hotel du Bac, au moyen du papier sur
Paris qu’il vous sera tres facile de vous procurer a Turin ... je me propose toujours d’aller vous voir
dans la belle saison, et passer quelques semaine dans un aussi charmant pays pour y jouir de I'aimable
Société de ... et de tous ses alentours et des tous nos bons amis ...”. 1 p. in-4. Autograph address to
Verso. €200
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51. George Drysdale (Edinburgh, 1824 - ibid., 1904) Malthusian 1 eague
Rare and interesting autograph letter signed and dated “London April 27/81” by the renowned British
physician. Drysdale was a freethinker advocating contraception, city treasurer and tory leader on
Edinburgh council. His brother was Chatles Robert Drysdale, the founder of the Malthusian League in
1877. Drysdale is best known for his book The Elements of Social Science, which received widespread
attention throughout Europe, despite being first published anonymously in 1854. The book was later
reprinted 35 times and translated into several languages, reaching about 100,000 sold copies. Drysdale
addresses a gentleman: “... Many thanks for your kindness in sending me the copies of your new
pamphlet which seems to me most excellent. I think it is remarkably well put and will do a great deal of
good, if, as I hope and believe, it has a large sale. I have sent the other copies as you directed to the
Malthusian League. By this port I send you a copy of the English “Elements” which I am happy that
you wish to have, and I have also enclosed a few pages of “State Remedies for Poverty”, to which you
allude in your letter ... it was reviewed in an early number of the ‘Malthusian’ and Dr. [Chatles] Drysdale has
warmly advocated the same view: As putting it forward I wished just that a question of such great importance
should be thought over and discussed for of course there is no likelihood of its becoming a practical
question for along time ...”. 4 pp. in-8. €300
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52. Charles César de Fay de La Tour-Maubourg (Grenoble, 1756 - Paris, 1831)  Sewnde Restanration

Letter signed and dated “Paris, le 11 Mars 1820” by the French soldier and politician during the French
Revolution and the First French Empire. To a count, concerning a disposition on off-duty officers: “... Je
ferai vérifier la position de I'Officier qui, seuil, s’est trouvé absent, sauf que les motifs de son
¢loignement vous soient connus. J’approuve les dispositions que vous avez faites relativement a ceux qui,
s’étant absentés sans autorisation, ont été néanmoins retenus depuis, par des motifs valables lois du lieu de
leur domicile...”. 2 pp. 72 in-4, with letterhead “Ministere de la Guerre”. €150
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53. Alexander Fleming (Darvel, 1881 - London, 1955) Penicillin
Autograph printed portrait by the Scottish physician and microbiologist who discovered the first
antibiotic substance in history. In 1903, Fleming enrolled at St Mary’s Hospital Medical School in
London and conducted research under the supervision of Almroth Wright, a pioneer in vaccine therapy
and immunology. After the First World War, he returned to St Mary’s Hospital and discovered
the enzyme lysozyme as part of animal innate immune system. He took the chair of Bacteriology at
the University of London in 1928, shortly before announcing his trailblazing discovery of the
penicillin. Knighted for his achievements and celebrated worldwide, Fleming was awarded a Nobel
prize in 1945. In-16, mounted on cardboard. €240
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54. André Hercule de Fleury (Lodeve, 1653 - Issy, 1743) Fleury’ appointment as cardinal
Document signed and dated Fontainebleau, 12 October 1726 by Louis XIV’s chief minister. De Fleury
was ordained priest in 1679. He became chaplain to the Queen of France Maria Theresa of Spain and
subsequently to Louis XIV. In 1698, he was elected bishop of Fréjus. He was later admitted to Court
and became tutor to Louis XV. In 1726, he overthrew the Duke of Bourbon and seized power as the
king’s most trusted counsellor. He skillfully conducted all state affairs and rebalanced the kingdom
finances, though he failed to secure long-term peace as he had hoped. He thanks the Governor of
Terclon for a letter of congratulations on his recent appointment as cardinal. Fleury was in fact created
cardinal priest in the consistory of 11 September 1726, never going to Rome to receive the red cap and
title.: ““... de la part que vous voulez bien prendre a ma nouvelle dignité...”. 1 p. in-4. €180

/4 ) 2 : >
O?‘//SMIQ/MMMW(; L. X ek

/./ 7
( D Vg

_evout Jude /u;% (IJ/{ dv/,J/%%(.td/Lb,(}ﬁ(:Z
Ua/m 7uu(wub /’aw(c sz/uwﬂ ter Qmten o cleelled
()Zﬂmh) e,pfo weort Yot wm/véﬂ,m/nbcuwc;m_-

® cw//am\)/u/u(&CE lario (/zw/p /a/(&//wuuﬂf)

128
A Lev /mm:j@), cjé(/a uct, emt J/&((b WO Yemenciem .
Y 6 " 4
enbouc, aHeweant, ° 9{/2440; 7uUM ne fiaux,‘ ;

QJULL‘()%/}W/)/I/(Z) 71(1;/ /a,/(()M newr #1 ha np
ey, - -

o |

) e
Lo Mouutimpmenn &e/fmlrg



55. Gaspard Amédée Gardanne (Sollies-Pont, 1758 - Wroclaw, 1807) Le General Gardanne a V'erone
General in the wars of the Revolution and the Empire with a particularly full record of service in the
Italian campaign and the Neapolitan War, Gardanne died of a pernicious fever. Autograph document
signed not dated, stating that: “Gaspard Amédée Gardanne, chasseur au 10e régiment de chasseurs a
cheval, sert dans ce corps depuis le début de la campagne”. 1 p. in-4. €100




56. Maurice Etienne Gérard (Damvillers, 1773 - Paris, 1852) Marshal of France
Autograph letter signed and dated 24 May 1839 by one of the most skilled general in France during the
Revolution, Empire and Restoration. Gérard distinguished himself at Wagram in 1809, Fuentes de
Onoro in 1811 and in Russia in 1813. During the Hundred Days, he contributed to the victory at Ligny
in 1815. Minister of War and Marshal of France, Gérard led the siege of Antwerp in 1832. In this
letter, he adds his recommendation to those of the representatives of the Meuse region, his
compatriots, in favour of Director Martin: “... une occasion qui pourrait vous permettre de lui
accorder de 'avancement, la demande vous a de méme été faite par plusieurs députés de la Meuse ...”.
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57. Henri II de Guise (Paris, 1614 - ibid., 1664) Royal Republic of Naples
Autograph letter signed and dated “Segovia le 26 septembre 1650” by an important player in 17th-
century French politics and the main patron of Pierre Corneille. Elected Archbishop of Reims in 1629
at the age of fifteen, Henri succeeded his elder brother as Duke of Guise and Peer of France. He
conspired against Richelieu and was sentenced to death, though he managed to flee to the Flanders. In
1647, he descended on Italy with his army, laying claim to the crown of Naples, and set up camp in
Giugliano with around 5,000 soldiers. Renewing his family’s claims to the Kingdom of Naples, he ruled
for six months over the so-called Royal Republic of Naples under French protectorate, which was
established after Masaniello’s revolt in 1647. However, the lack of support from Cardinal Mazarin, as
well as his diplomatic errors, proved fatal to Henri’s power. Taken prisoner in Spain, he returned to
France and became grand chamberlain to Louis XIV. 1 p. in-4. €280
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58. Karl August von Hardenberg (Essenrode, 1750 - Genoa, 1822)  Prussia at the Congress of 1 ienna
Autograph document signed and dated 30 March 1805 by one of Frederick William III’s most trusted
advisors. Von Hardenberg joined the Prussia administration in 1790 and negotiated the Treaty of Basel.
He served Frederick William III as Prime Minister and later as Chancellor in 1810. Most importantly,
he represented Prussia at the Congress of Vienna. His memoires were published by Leopold von
Ranke. This is a permission to publish a text. 1 p. in-4. €120




59. Louis de Humiéres (Azay-le-Ferron, 1628 - Versailles, 1694) Maison du Roi

Document signed and dated Lille, 17 December 1677, by a Marshal of France and Grand Mastery of
Artillery. Humieres valiantly fought in most of Louis XIV’s campaigns, from the Spanish Succession to
the Nine Years” War. He married Queen Maria Theresa’s first lady in waiting obtain the honorific of
Captain of the 100 gentlemen of the King’s household. He endorsed here the appointment of Jean
Destrapier as ordinary physician to the company of 100 gentlemen, a vacant position following the
death of Pierre Dartigaloyer. 1 p. in-folio obl. €150
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60. Sadruddin Aga Khan (Neuilly-sur-Seine, 1933 - Boston, 2003) Lsmailism
Signed printed photograph by the Agha Khan. Educated in Lausanne and Harvard, he took up a post
as Secretary of UNESCO In 1958. The following year, he was also appointed as UN High
Commissioner for Refugees. He held Pakistani, British, French and Iranian nationality and spoke six
languages. In 1977, together with Denis de Rougemont, he set up the Bellerive Group, which later
developed into the WWE. He was deeply committed to environmental protection. Applied to cardboard
in-16, dated 1966. €100




61. Mustaf Ismet Pasha Ino6rii (Izmir, 1884 - Ankara, 1973) Atatiirk
Card signed with accompanying letter, envelope dated 15 November 1947, and photograph of the
Turkish leader. In6ri studied at the Isamboul Artillery School, graduating as a lieutenant in 1903. He
was Atatiirk’s right-hand man and confidant. In 1938, he became President of the Republic following
Ataturk’s death. During the Second World War, he maintained Turkey’s neutrality. He also served as

prime minster three times, contributing to the country’s modernisation. 1 p. in-4. €150
TORKIYVE
CUMHURBASKANLIGI Ankara, le 15 Novembre 1947,

GENEL MATIPLIGE

M. P. Langer-Paillard
Glandey, SUISSE

Monsieur,

En réponse a votre lettre du 3 Novembre 1947, Son
Excellence Monsieur le Président de la République me charge de
vous envoyer une carte a laquelle Il a apposé sa signature.
Veuillez la trouver sous le meme pli.

Je vous prie d’agréer, Monsieur, 1l’assurance de ma
parfaite considération.

Cemal YESIL
Le Secrétaire Général de la
Présidence de la Républiqu
de Turquie \
e

R



62. Jean Antoine Lariboisieére (Fougeres, 1759 - Konisberg, 18129 French artillery General
Document signed and dated “Landau, 24 brumaire an IV” (15 November 1793) by one of the most
famous artillery generals of the wars of the Revolution and the Empire. Commander in chief of the
artillery of the Guard, Lariboisiére was instrumental in the French victories at Austerlitz and Borodino.
He died during the Grand Army’s retreat from Moscow. The document certifies that “le commissaire
des guerres Crepin avec z¢le intelligence et activité et qu’il a dénoncé et poursuivi avec courage toutes

les parties ...” followed by 7 autograph words: “le sous-directeur de 'artillerie de Landau”. 1 p. in-4.
€150




63. Claude Jacques Lecourbe (Besancon, 1758 - Belfort, 1815) Thermidorian Reaction
Document signed as division general with a few autograph words by the famous French general.
Lecourbe first fought at Fleurus, then in Germany with Moreau. He later played an important role in
the Swiss campaign and the ensuing battles against Suvorov. Retired after Moreau’s trial, he was recalled
by the Bourbons. He signed the armistice of Bavilliers with the Austrians. In this beautiful piece,
document, Lecourbe certifies as authentic a copy of the appointment of Captain Duché to the rank of
Chief of battalion made at the headquarters of Lutzbourg by General-in-Chief Massena on 15
Thermidor VII (2 August 1799). The promotion was orchestrated by Lecourbe who had noted the
brilliant conduct of Duché during II Thermidor affair: “... a nommé le citoyen Duché, chef de

Bataillon...”. s, n.d., 1 p. in-folio. €150
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64. Nicolas Luckner (Cham, 1722 - Paris, 1794) Marshal of France
Document addressed to Louis XVI, signed and dated “Haguenau, 21 October 1791”. After serving in
the Bavarian and Dutch armies, Luckner entered the French army with the rank of lieutenant general.
In 1791, he was awarded the marshal’s baton. Here, he begs Louis XVI to grant his appointment as
second lieutenant to the chief quartermaster Denis Nicolas. An absolute majority of the officers of the
9th Regt. cavalry had voted for him, in accordance with the decrees of the National Assembly. 1 p. in-4.

€150
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65. Bernard Pierre Magnan (Paris, 1791 - ibid., 1865) Marshal of France
Two autograph letters of a Marshal of France. After attending Napoleon’s school, Magnan joined the
army as a private in 1809. The following year he became a corporal and then a sergeant. He fought in
the Peninsula War and at Waterloo. He rose through the ranks during the July Monarchy and the and
was made Marshal of France in 1852. A. Dated Paris, 29 November 1852, to Don Pablo: “... ton
journal est dans Perreur, je ne serais pas fait Maréchal de France. Je n’ai pas acquis assez de gloire pour
cela. Ce serait la monnaie de Monsieur de Turenne. Les services qu’on rend a son pays, a la société dans
la guerre civile sont des devoirs remplis mais qu’il faut regretter et maudire: la gloire n’est pas 1a ...”. B.
Undated, to M. Cabaret: “... jétais venu pour vous dire que je suis nommé Lieutenant général par
ordonnance du 20 Octobre. A mon retour a Paris je viendrai régler tout mon compte avec vous ...”. 1
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66. Nicolas Joseph Maison (Epinay-sur-Seine, 1771 - Paris, 1840) Marshal of France
Autograph letter signed and dated Paris, 9 May 1836 by a prominent general during the Revolution and
Empire. In 1789, Maison joined the Epinay National Guard, while in 1805 he enlisted in the first corps
of the Grande Armée and took part in the battle of Austerlitz. He was made Marshal of France during
the Restoration. Under the July Monarchy, he was first Minister of Foreign Affairs and then Minister of

War. To a Count: ... si vous voulez lui offrir les noces, vous allez assurément en sentir ...”. 3 . in-8.
>




67. Christian Louis de Montmorency-Luxembourg (Ligny, 1675 - Paris, 1746) Marshal of France
Autograph undated letter signed by a Marshal of France, who fought during the Wars of Spanish and
Polish Successions. In this letter, Montmorency-Luxembourg urges his correspondent to find an
agreement with his mother; nothing is worse than arguing, especially against one’s mother, in light of
the respect one’ owed to her. 1 p. in-4. €150




68. Napoleon III (Paris, 1808 - Chislehurst, 1873) Marriage - Justice

Two autograph letters by the last monarch of France and second Emperor of the French. Elected
President of France in 1848, he seized power via a self-coup in 1851 and proclaim the Second Empire.
He was the master of European politics until the defeat at Sedan against Prussia in 1870. He died in
exile in England. A. “... le 22 6h.00. Recue a Paris a 6.04”, to the Ministry of Justice about the last-
minute commutation of a sentence: “Il faut commuer la peine a cause de la proximité du lieu ou habite
0 poin- 80 Bl “Aux Tuileries, le Ter mai 18687, to his relative Gioacchino Napoleone Pepoli
(1825-1881) with compliments for his daughter Letizia’s marriage. Mon cher Pepoli, je suis charmé
d’apprendre le prochain établissement de votre fille et je vous félicite d’avoir su lui trouver un époux si
digne d’elle ...”. 1 p. in- 8, with blind imperial stamp. €700
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69. Philippe de Noailles (Paris, 1715 - ibid., 1794) Marshal of France
Letter signed and dated Noailles, 22 November 1774 by an important figure of Louis XVI’s court.
Noailles began his military career at the age of 14, distinguishing himself for his bravery and cold-
bloodedness. His wife was Anne d’Arpajon, Marie Antoinette’s first lady of honour (also called
Madame Etiquette). In 1775, he was appointed Marshal of France together with his brother without
ever having commanded a major army. Caught up in the alleged prison conspiracy, Noialles was
sentenced to death and guillotined in Paris on 27 June 1794. “... on donne seulement une gratification
pour la cassette de sa Majesté ...”. 1 p. in-4. €180




70. Paul Painlevé (Paris, 1914 - Paris, 1933) Maths and Politics
Autograph letter signed “Les Sables, 19 aott 1932” by the French mathematician and twice Prime
Minister. In 1883, Painlevé entered the Ecole Normale Supérieure, passed the agrégation and obtained
his doctorate. He taught in a number of higher education institutions. He was a member of the
Académie des Sciences and became its president in 1818. He had a brilliant political career. His greatest
achievement is probably the role he played in the Rapallo conference that led to the establishment of
the Supreme Allied Council in 1917. “... parent par alliance d’une de mes soeurs et qui, pour de

pressantes raisons de famille, désirait cette mutation ...” Autograph letter signed Mardi, concerning a
meeting. 1 p. in-4. €100
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71. Antoine Augustin Parmentier (Montdidier, 1737 - Paris, 1813) Pharmacy and agronomy
Remarkable autograph letter signed and dated “au pharmacien en chef de I’hépital militaire de Lille, le
citoyen Bruloy, Paris, 12 Thermidor An IV” (30 July 1796) by the Famous French pharmacist and
agronomist. “Ce n’est pas assez, aimable citoyen, de m’avoir appris vos inquiétudes et vos jouissances
actuelles”. Parmentier asked his correspondent to inform him “de I’état présent de notre ami; contentez

ma curiosité: la source de mon empressement doit vous étre connue ...”. 1 p. in-4°, with autographe
address and royal stamp. €150
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72. Jean Martin Petit (Paris, 1772 - ibid., 1856) Tombean de I'Emperenr Napoleon
Letter signed and dated Paris, 27 February 1850 by Napoleon’s most trusted advisor. Petit was made
Colonel in 1808 and Brigadier General in 1813, then Baron of the Empire in 1809. ... lorsque la
Chambre discutera les fonds nécessaires pour achever le monument du Tombeau de 'Empereur
Napoleon, et qu’enfin tout se terminera a la gloire du pays, car il est bien temps que 'on sorte de la
position ou se trouvent les travaux ...”. 1 p. in-4. €180




73. Prince Heinrich Wilhelm Adalbert of Prussia (Berlin, 1811 - Karlsbad, 1873) Prussian Navy
Three autograph letters signed to Consul F. Langer (Berlin, 29 March 1854; Betlin, 7 June 1870; Berlin,
29 March 1854) by the firs Admiral of the Prussian Navy. When it became clear that Prussia’s threat
came from the sea in the course of the war against Denmark, he became an ardent advocate of a war
fleet. At his suggestion, Frederick William IV entrusted him with the construction of a port, which he
had named Wilhelmshaven. From 1867, he was superior commander of the Imperial Navy. €150




74. Louis Frangois Armand de Richelieu (Paris, 1696 - ibid., 1788) Capitulation of Klosterzeven
Remarkable letter relating to the Seven Years” War, dated Bremen, 14 September 1757 and signed by
Cardinal’s Richelieu grandnephew. After a promiscuous life, he served as ambassador to Vienna in 1725
and to Dresden. A valiant man of war, he was promoted to Marshal of France, peer and member of
the Académie Francaise in 1720, despite his lack of spelling skills. A famous womaniser in and out
Versailles, he said to have inspired Laclos’ Les Liaisons dangerenses. To Frangois-Aymar de Monteil, a
French minister close to the Elector of Cologne: “Immédiatement apres la signature de la capitulation
[de Klosterzeven], je vous ai expédié une estafette pour vous en porter une copie et pour vous prier de
la présenter de ma part a I'Electeur, et je compte que vous Paurez recue a présent; cependant, dans le
doute, je vous en renvoie une seconde et vous marquerez a I'Electeur combien je suis fachée de ce
retard parce que je suis bien persuadé qu’il aura pris trés grande partie a 'anéantissement de Parmée de
M. le duc de Cumberland. Je pars, dans le moment, pour me porter en grande diligence a Brunswick,
d’ou je dirigerai mes mouvements sur ceux du roi de Prusse (Frédéric II) pour pouvoir le joindre ou au
moins l'arréter s’il ne veut pas s’approcher de moi. Je compte que 'armée sera rassemblée a Brunswick
le 24. J’y serai de ma personne le 19”. On 5 November 1757, Frederick II defeated the French army led
by the Prince of Soubise at Rosbach. 3 p. small in-4. €240

"



75. Carlos Pefia Romulo (Camiling, 1899 - Manila, 1985) UN General Assembly
Signed printed photograph to Paul Langer by a President of the UN General Assembly. After studying
at the University of Manila and Columbia, Romulo co-founded scouting in the Philippines. He was the
last US Resident Commissioner to his country and served eight Philippine presidents as Foreign
Secretary. He was also appointed as President of the UN General Assembly in 1949-1950 and
President of the UN Security Council in 1957. Applied to cardboard in-16, with envelope. €50




76. Alfred Rosselet (Couvet, 1885 - Pompaples, 1950) Lansanne University
Two autographs letter signed (Lausanne, 29 February 1928 and 29 November 1944) by a renowned
Swiss radiologist and scholar. Rosselet obtained his doctorate in 1909 and moved to Paris to carry his
research under Paul Langevin (College de France), Marie Curie (Sorbonne) and Jean Becquerel
(Muséum national d’histoire naturelle) in Paris. He specialised in the use of the Roentgen ray in the
fight against cancer. He was the first holder of the first Chair of Radiology in Switzerland. Rector of
Lausanne University and President of the Swiss Cancer League, Rosselet was awarded the Légion

, .
d’Honneur. 2 p. in-8. €100
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77. Joseph Marie Servan de Gerbey (Romans 1741 - Paris, 1808) Le Soldat citoyen
Autograph letter signed and dated Lyon, 31 August 1791. Volunteer in the Guyenne regiment in 1760,
Servan de Gerbey became Marshal of Camp in 1792 and later Minister of War. Arrested during the
Terror, he was released in 1795 and reintegrated into the army. He wrote Le Soldat citoyen, a long and

detailed plan for reforming the army. ... je suis on ne peut pas plus sensible aux soins que vous avez
bien voulu prendre ...”.1 p. in-4. €120




78. Jean Mathieu Philibert Sérurier (Laon, 1742 - Paris, 1819) Hatel des Invalides
Document signed and dated 11 November 1814 by one of Napoleon’s main generals. A lieutenant at
the age of 13, Sérurier was promoted to colonel in 1792. Dismissed, he re-enlisted as a private and rose
to the rank of division general in 1795. He was one of four senators chosen for the honorary title of
Marshal of the Empire. He was also given the Grand Cross of the Legion of Honor. In 1814, Sérurier
rallied to the Bourbons, but served Napoleon during the Hundred Days. “Mémoire pour proposition

de réadmission a P’Hoétel des Invalides du Sieur Elie Lacoste.” 1 p. in-4. €100

HOTEL IMPERIAL DES MILITAIRES INVALIDES.
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79. Aarne Sihvo (Virolahti, 1889 - Helsinki, 1963) Finland
Signed printed photograph by the Finnish general and politician. Sihvo began medical studies at
Helsinki University. In 1918, he was appointed General Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the 3rd
Division and took active part in the Civil War in Soviet Russia. A staunch republican, he was twice
Chief of Civil Defense. He retired in 1953. Applied to cardboard in-16, to Paul Langer. €50

Le lieutenant général Aarne Sihvo
vient d'étre nommé commandant
de I'armée finlandaise de I'armis-
tice. 25 & 30,000 hommes, dit-on...
Cet officier supérieur était com-
mandant de la défense civile
pendant la guerre.

\ & &



80. William Sidney Smith (London, 1764 - Paris, 1840) Seige of Acre (1799)
Autograph letter signed and dated Paris, 23 February 1817 by the talented English naval officer who
fought in the American Revolution and against Revolutionary French Revolution. As defender of Acre,
Sydney Smith famously forced Napoleon to lift the city’s siege in 1799. After Napoleon’s final defeat,
Smith settled permanently in Paris: “... par la lettre accompagnant par le brave officier de la marine
frangaise ...”. 1 p. in-4. €400




81. Shoh¢ Tanaka (Yahata, 1862 - Shibayama, 1945) Computer science between Babbage and Zuse
Autograph letter signed and dated Berlin, 8 January 1890 by the Japanese inventor and forerunner of
modern computer systems. Tanaka was a physicist, music theorist and inventor. In the early 1890s the
young Tanaka, making his doctoral studies in Berlin with Helmholtz, devised an adding machine. In
1895, he applied for and later obtained several patents for such machines: two German patents from
1895 and 1896 a French patent from 1897 “Mecanisme d’arret pour machine a additionner”, and a
Great Britain patent from 1898: “Improvements in and relating to Adding Machines”. The main
purpose of Tanaka’s invention was a stop mechanism for adding machines, preventing the toothed
wheels from surpassing, In such machines the rotation of the number wheel takes place generally at
once by depressing a key: when the keys are played very rapidly or with great force, the number wheel
will move far beyond the expected amount on account of the force acquired. This inherent problem of
keyboard calculators remained unsolved in most machines of the time before Tanaka’s invention.
Tanaka addresses the pianist, composer and conductor Hans von Bulow (1830-1894), Tanaka’s friend
and patron. Sending his best wishes for New Year, Tanaka offers him a traditional lute, a2 “Shamisen”.
In English translation: ““... On the day when the various nations pay their respects and homage to you,
you will kindly fulfill my duty as a Japanese by graciously accepting the small product of my country’s
dlhgence sent to you here. The mignon “Shamisen” shall remind you of our devotion to the cause of
music...”. 3 pp. in-8. Envelope included. €2500




82. Louis Adolphe Thiers (Marseille, 1797 - Saint-Germain-en-Laye, 1877) Third Republic
Autograph letter signed and dated “Dimanche 2 October 1853” by the renowned French historian and
politician. After practicing law in Aix-en-Provence, Thiers moved to Paris in 1821 and was a key figure
in overthrowing Charles X. Under the July Monarchy, he was Minister and President of the Council.
Member of Parliament under the Second Empire. Most notably, he was first President of the Third
Republic: “Je vous remercie, mon cher Voisin d’avoir pensé a moi pour une aussi agréable matinée,
mais je suis acharné au travail. Pour vous joindre a ’heure indiquée il faudrait quitter mon cabinet a 10
heure, or, c’est de 10 a 2 heures que je travaille le plus, et je suis si entété a finir qu’un jour perdu me
déchire le cceur ...”. 1 p. in-4. €100
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83. Raphiel Viau (Nantes 1862 - Paris 1922) Dreyfus affair
Autograph sketches signed on an autograph letter signed and dated “Paris le 6 Decembre 1898 by a
leading Antisemitic vignettist of the French Third Republic. Viau depicts caricatures of two men with
large hands and overemphasized Semitic features. The first speaks through a balloon and says “Fife
Loupet!” (cf. “La Libre Parole”, 11 June 1899), the caption at the bottom reading “Un bon frangais la
veille de 14 Juillet./Et mon permis?”’. The sketch makes references to the newly elected President of
the Republic Emile Loubet (1838-1929). The political debate was dominated at the time by the Dreyfus
affair. Having no intention to cave in to the anti-Dreyfusards, Loubet became the candidate of the
Dreyfusards, particularly Georges Clemenceau. The second drawing is even more crude and slandering.
It shows a Jewish man hanging from a gallows. The caption at the bottom reads: “Mon dernier
Youpin”. This sketch is drawn below a letter addressed to Henry Lapauze (1867-1925): “Vous étes tres
gentil merci pour le permis ...”. 2 pp. in-8. On letterhead of the French antisemitic newspaper “La
Libre Parole”, which played an important role in the anti-Dreyfus propaganda. €300




84. Carl Gustaf Wrangel (Skokloster, 1613 - Glowe, 16706) Sweden in the Thirty Years War
Letter dated “15ten Aug 1663” and signed by the Swedish statesman and military commander who
commanded the Swedish forces in the Thirty Years’” War. Concerning the balance of a payment to a

citizen. 1 p. in-4. €180




	40. Louis Bonaparte (Meudon, 1864 - Pragins, 1932)            Bonaparte family
	Letter on card signed and dated 12 September 1926 by the son of Jérôme Napoléon and Clotilde de Savoia. Louis had a military career in Italy and Russia. In 1910, he joined the Imperial Guard with the rank of lieutenant-general. At the outbreak of the Russian Revolution in 1917, he took early retirement and moved to Prangins. “… de venir déjeuner avec moi jeudi 16 à 12.30?”. On card.    €50
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